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CELEBRATING 250 YEARS OF  
LIBERTY, FREEDOM, AND JUSTICE FOR ALL



DESTINY & CONFERENCE SESSION 

Speaker - Rev. Anthony Craver

Brad Thomas training on General Conference By-Laws Proposals

Pres. Officer Bishop Talmadge Gardner NHM Conference Executive Council

Missionary Benjamin WestRev. Bob Ely

Thank you to every minister and church member who attended DESTINY: Conference and Summit 2026. 
Your presence made this gathering truly special. Together, we experienced a wonderful time of fellowship, 
heartfelt prayer, powerful worship, and joyful celebration as we sought God's presence and embraced His 

purpose for this season. Thank you for being part of this unforgettable experience!

We look forward to all that God will continue to do through each of you.



CONFERENCE SESSION 2026 

World Missions: Global Impact Awards

Local Church Minister’s License

Heart of Jesus Awards: Membership Growth

Minister’s License Minister’s Ordination

Harvest Awards: Worship Attendance Growth School of Ministry Graduates

Bronze Awards:  
10 Years of Ordained Ministry

Silver Award:  
25 Years of Ordained Ministry

Gold Award:  
50 Years of Ordained Ministry



I remember helping in children’s church and helping my sons memorize the Apostles’ Creed. We worked on it 
diligently until we mastered it. My greatest accomplishment during my childhood church years (aside from 
accepting the Lord) was memorizing the 10 Commandments and receiving my 10 Commandments charm 
bracelet. I think that’s when my admiration of jewelry began. Most recently, I’ve listened to my granddaughters 

recite the Apostles’ Creed at bedtime. Do you remember the Apostles’ Creed? It is also referenced as the “Christian Creed” 
or a “Symbol of Faith”. Such a powerful declaration. 

Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord who 
was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, who suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried, descended to the dead, rose again from the dead on the third day, ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty, who will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, and the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Martin Luther wrote the hymn “Wir glauben all an einen Gott” (translated into English as “We All Believe in One God”) in 1524 
as a paraphrase of the Apostles’ Creed. In 2014, Hillsong released a version of the Apostles’ Creed titled “This I Believe (The 
Creed)” on their album No Other Name. Relevant from the 4th century to today! 

The word “believe” shows up in the Bible 249 times and mostly in the New Testament. My favorite one is “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” (Acts 16:31). It all starts from there. I’m pretty sure that’s the verse that introduced me to 
Jesus, inspired me to learn the Ten Commandments, and continues to solidify my walk/ministry using the Apostles’ Creed. 

As we reflect upon God’s Word and the above insights, give us wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. Let any knowledge we 
have gained help us love You and others more. Help us to see something new about YOU that we’ve never seen before. Correct 
any lies we believe about You and anything we may misunderstand. And always direct our steps according to Your Word. 

I’m Still Believing, Michelle

July 4, 1776. The Declaration of Independence was unanimously approved by the Second Continental 
Congress delegates. Included in the first portion of the document were these words: “We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” Now, 250 years 

later, these truths are more important than ever. When many declare they are no longer proud of our country, many more are 
determined to show patriotism, extol love of country, and demonstrate that we are one nation under God. 

When some mistakenly proclaim that we must have total separation of church and state, at times almost holding to the idea that 
our forefathers were not religious and did not seek God’s guidance in their decisions for our young country, we find these words 
in the Declaration of Independence: “We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, 
and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, 
and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States.” 

Let’s draw our attention to two terms in the statement above that should assist in our belief that we are truly a nation who 
sought, still seeks, God’s blessings: Supreme Judge (God Almighty, Eternal Holy One, Jehovah) and Rectitude (righteousness, 
morality, goodness, decency, correctness, integrity, uprightness) The writers of the Declaration of Independence included words 
demonstrating their dependence on God for their actions. 

Though the USA is not a theocracy, I believe we are one nation under God, seeking His will and guidance in the affairs of state, 
decisions for our people, and policies to live by. One last statement: “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 
Honor.” As Christians, we believe in our firm reliance on God’s protection for our country. We desire the blessing of God upon 
us: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” We celebrate our Independence Day. God Bless America! 

gather2GO! Blessings!

FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK:  
GOD BLESS AMERICA!

FROM FIRST LADY, MICHELLE DRAKE:  
“Verb ing”  in  Min is t ry…Bel iev ing


